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UMass Dartmouth men's soccer coach announces retirement By Bill Buck UMass Dartmouth men's
soccer head coach Eric Waggoner announced his retirement on Tuesday afternoon. "The decision
has been a long time coming," Waggoner said. "As far back as two years ago, I had told my staff this
day might come. This week, however, things really started to come together, which made this time
even more painful." UMass Dartmouth has had six head coaches since the program began in 2004.
Waggoner, 50, has spent a total of 15 seasons with the program. He compiled a record of
178-105-23, taking the program from the Northeast-10 Conference to the Division III level in 2004.
Waggoner said he is proud of what the program has accomplished over the years, but said he was
particularly proud of the commitment the student athletes have displayed. "It has been an amazing
life," he said. "I could not have asked for a better group of players and a better group of staff
members. I am so grateful to those individuals who have supported me. I hope we have done
something with this program. It has been a family of people for the last six years, and the fact that
we have won the conference and won the nationals has been a privilege." But, he said, "it is time to
leave and get back to family and friends." No replacement has been named. Waggoner was recruited
to join the program when he was 19 years old. He went on to play for the New England College
men's soccer team and then transferred to UMass Dartmouth after his freshman year. As a senior,
he made the team as a third-team All-American, then played his last two seasons as a reserve for the
team. "I never in my wildest dreams imagined that I would be here as the coach," he said. "I've been
blessed to be here. It's been an amazing ride." Waggoner was part of the first iteration of the
program in 2004, taking the team from Division III to the NEC's Division II level. He coached the
team to its first of two NEC Championships. When he left, the program transitioned to Division III. In
2008, he took the program to the Division III level. The program made it to the NCAA Division III
Tournament in its first season of Division III eligibility. Waggoner's best moment
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